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A r t i c l e s  a n d  h e l p f u l  h i n t s  o n  h o w  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  F i r e w i s e  p r i n c i p l e s .
In our last issue of How–To, we outlined some 
of the ways we’d be going for greater during 
2012. These included:
• Going for greater outreach — by planning  
your Firewise Day and talking to your 
neighbors about Firewise;
• Going for greater commitment — by valu-
ing your volunteers and maintaining your 
momentum;
• Going for greater adoption — through 
focused campaigns and incentives; and 
• Going for greater knowledge — through 
training opportunities, new research findings, 
and new technology applications.
In this issue, we highlight Nevada County, 
California, for its exemplary role of going 
for greater outreach and greater adoption 
both within their county and in influencing 
neighboring communities. We also highlight 
programs and tips that will help you and your 
neighbors go for greater knowledge and per-
haps greater commitment in the approaches 
to Firewise you employ around your homes 
and communities.
As you plan and complete your community 
activities and attend workshops, we encour-
age you to share your Firewise knowledge 
with neighboring communities who also could 
benefit. And, we invite you to share your expe-
riences with us, so that we can illuminate the 
many ways in which our current Firewise com-
munities are GOING FOR GREATER.
• • •
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As we work toward our goal of enlisting 1,000 communities as recognized Firewise 
Communities/USA® sites by the year 2013, a key component of our success will be greater 
adoption. To achieve this, it is vital that all communities that could benefit from the Firewise 
program and be employing its principles are aware of it and begin using it effectively. 
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2Nevada County
California
Wildfire is the number 
one natural hazard in 
Nevada County, located 
in the Sierra Nevada foot-
hills of the Lake Tahoe 
region of California.
“Within the first two years 
of introducing Firewise, 
we had five communities 
take part in the program,” 
says Drummond, who is 
the lone full-time staffer 
on the council, supported 
by a part-time office 
manager and part-time 
chipping supervisor. Wildfire is the number one natu-
ral hazard in Nevada County, 
located in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills of the Lake Tahoe 
region of California. Due to the 
frequency of fire in the area – six 
in recent history within Nevada 
County alone – residents recog-
nize the hazard and threat that 
fire represents for their commu-
nity. One fire, the 49er in 2009, 
burned near the community of 
Lake of the Pines in the city of 
Auburn, where residents had to 
be evacuated from their homes. 
For more than 13 years, the Fire 
Safe Council of Nevada County 
has served as a formal nonprofit 
whose mission is to help county 
residents prepare their homes 
and property against the threat 
of wildfire, from creating defen-
sible space to promoting emer-
gency preparedness and provid-
ing resource protection. “When 
the Firewise program came 
along, we keyed into it because 
it fit so well with our own mis-
sion,” notes Joanne Drummond, 
executive director of the coun-
cil for the past five years. “The 
Firewise program filled in a 
lot of the gray areas between 
defensible space and meeting 
our vision for what we wanted 
to see in our community, across 
property boundaries.”
In 2009, Lake Wildwood, a devel-
opment with approximately 
4,800 people became the coun-
ty’s first Firewise community. 
They were followed by the afore-
mentioned Lake of the Pines, 
a community of about 5,500. 
“We brought their residents to 
Lake Wildwood’s education day,” 
explains Drummond. 
“It is an effective way to reach 
people, especially when you 
make the events fun. For exam-
ple, when you conduct live burn 
demonstrations, people pay 
attention. We have also demon-
strated the proper use of a fire 
extinguisher. They’re engaged 
and can visualize what we hope 
to convey to them.”
She continued, “For instance, 
having senior scientist Dr. 
Steve Quarles of the Insurance 
Institute for Business & Home 
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Safety demonstrating how 
building products resist fire, as 
well as what to do when fire is 
present, enlivened the event 
further.
“Within the first two years of 
introducing Firewise, we had five 
communities take part in the 
program,” says Drummond, who 
is the lone full-time staffer on 
the council, supported by a part-
time office manager and part-
time chipping supervisor. There 
also is a chipping crew provided 
through the county jail. 
The council also works with 
registered professional forest-
ers, local fire departments, and 
CalFire (state firefighters) to 
conduct assessments, publish 
formal reports, develop action 
plans and host community days. 
Through the council, communi-
ties have access to year-round, 
drive-by chipping and commu-
nity green waste drops, as well 
as a homesite advisory program, 
through which volunteers are 
trained. 
Most Firewise communities have 
five or more members trained, 
and these individuals provide an 
umbrella crew that helps others 
be Firewise. Programs like the 
green waste drops offer motiva-
tion, too.
“What Joanne and her team 
have done is inspiring,” says 
Faith Berry, Firewise Advisor for 
the Southwest I Region, which 
includes California. “While I 
haven’t been to Nevada County 
yet, I recently visited Butte 
County and learned that they 
are looking to Nevada County 
as an example of how they can 
approach building their Firewise 
3communities.”
Thanks to its successes, Nevada 
County received the NFPA 2010 
Firewise Leadership Award – the 
only organization in California 
to earn the honor. They also 
received a California State 
Senate resolution for this accom-
plishment. 
Additionally, the council was 
the first Fire Safe Council to 
be awarded an AmeriCorps-
sponsored crew. The crews 
provide fuels reduction man-
power to accomplish their mis-
sion while saving thousands 
of dollars over using private 
contractors.
As the calendar approaches 
the mid-year mark, Drummond 
has three more communities 
pending recognition status and 
expects to have 10 communi-
ties with Firewise status by the 
end of 2012. In addition, Serene 
Lakes, in neighboring Placer 
County, is working with the 
council for Firewise recognition. 
“We’re bringing them along; 
we want to bring everyone on 
board so they can gain the ben-
efits of being Firewise, too,” says 
Drummond.
Still, there are challenges. For 
example, to support its Firewise 
Communities program the 
council utilized Title III fund-
ing under the federal Secure 
Rural Schools and Community 
Act. “These funds have now 
dried up, though, and there’s 
not any funding identified to 
continue this critical work,” says 
Drummond. “So, we’re now look-
ing for other sources to reach 
people and spread the Firewise 
word.”
Toward that goal, Drummond 
is out in the community all the 
time. She attends events, such 
as the local home show, where 
she gives workshops on how to 
manage vegetation, or control 
Scotch Broom, an invasive, fire-
prone plant that is pervasive in 
the area. She does general out-
reach through organized meet-
ings and takes part in the Fourth 
of July parade with the chipper 
in tow. And she does a lot of 
media outreach, using press 
releases and radio interviews. 
“People ask me, ‘Why should I 
do it?’ and I tell them how insur-
ance companies are recognizing 
Firewise communities. I tell them 
how some grant funders, such as 
FEMA, are including Firewise on 
their grant applications.” 
She continues, “We’re fortunate 
that we have a very socially 
conscious community. There are 
a lot of non-governmental orga-
nizations that are addressing 
important issues. We even align 
with these groups to help get 
the word out.”
In conjunction with such groups, 
Drummond has created the 
Scotch Broom Challenge, an 
awareness effort aimed at elimi-
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nating the home- and property-
endangering plant from local 
communities. Members of the 
local groups approach local 
plant nurseries to let them know 
they don’t want the plant car-
ried because of the high danger 
it poses in wildfires. They also 
help with removing the plant 
where it grows invasively in local 
forest land.
The campaign has caught on 
with other California communi-
ties, including Lake Arrowhead. 
“We started with four projects 
the first year and are up to 19 
this year,” says Drummond. “We 
even registered the challenge 
on the Disney® site and people 
came from as far away as Reno 
to take part and earned free 
Disneyland® tickets.”
Since the concept of defen-
sible space can be challenging 
to convey through words or 
diagrams, the Firewise Living 
Tour was created, allowing 
community members to view 
various examples of effective 
defensible space within Nevada 
County and honor those who 
have worked to find a balance 
between fire safety and ecosys-
tem health. The eight homes 
featured on the tour provide 
a broad range of examples of 
Firewise living. Additionally, 
information sheets are available 
at the different sites, offering 
insights on topics relating to 
each example, such as wildlife 
habitat, fire construction retrofit-
ting, hydrology and forestry.
“All it takes is a concerned indi-
vidual to get things started,” says 
Drummond of how communi-
ties can bring Firewise to their 
own residents. “Our mission is 
to make the communities in 
our county and in neighboring 
counties fire-safe. By giving folks 
the tools they need and demys-
tifying misconceptions, we can 
help them see that they can be 
fire-safe and have a healthy for-
est, too.” 
She concludes, “I love the 
Firewise program and will con-
tinue to promote it and imple-
ment the program in our county. 
If each Firewise community 
becomes an advocate for other 
communities, it will be conta-
gious. And the results are win-
win all around.”
• • •
How-To thanks Joanne 
Drummond, executive director of 
the Fire Safe Council of Nevada 
County, for providing the infor-
mation and photographs for this 
Community Example. Nevada 
County’s current Firewise com-
munities include: Lake Wildwood, 
Lake of the Pines, Mountain 
Lakes Estates, Banner Mountain 
Homeowners Association, and 
Tahoe Donner Homeowners 
Association.
10 Steps to Firewise Communities/USA® 
Recognition
Curious about how your community can gain recognition from 
Firewise Communities/USA®? By working with neighbors, individual 
residents can make their own property – and their neighborhood – 
much safer from the flames and embers of a wildfire. The Firewise 
Communities/USA Recognition Program provides a series of steps so 
you and your neighbors can act now to keep your homes and neigh-
borhoods safer from fire.
Ready to begin? Follow these steps on your way to becoming an offi-
cial Firewise community.
1. Talk to your neighbors. You may be surprised to learn that other  
residents are just as concerned as you are about wildfire, so make a 
pledge to get started … now. 
2. Recruit interested community members and choose a group leader. 
This person, often known as the “sparkplug,” will serve as the 
spokesperson and take the lead on Firewise initiatives
3. Contact Firewise. Use the “contact us” page on the Firewise web-
site (www.firewise.org) to reach your Regional Advisor or call the 
Firewise Communities program office at 617-984-7486. 
4. Schedule a site assessment visit. This is the first step of the process of 
achieving Firewise Communities/USA recognition status. Your state 
forestry agency or local fire department can help. 
5. Review the site assessment and evaluation document. The site 
assessment will result in documentation of your community’s wild-
fire risk and safety challenges.
6. Create a plan. Based on the findings of the site assessment, your 
Firewise committee develops a plan to tackle problem areas. Your 
plan should include a Firewise Day event each year and safety 
actions that can be documented.
7. Implement your plan. Tackle the first item or items in your plan and 
document what you accomplish.
8. Apply for recognition in the Firewise Communities/USA Recognition 
Program. You’ve completed your plan and documented your first 
season of activity. Now it’s time to receive the recognition you 
deserve. Use the application form on the Firewise website to apply.
9. Renew your application each year. The work of a Firewise communi-
ty is never done. To maintain active status in the program, you must 
continue the work throughout the year.
10. Celebrate your success! Share your story with the Firewise 
Communities program family. We’ll include your photos and activi-
ties on the success stories page of the Firewise website, feature your 
community in our blog and promote your hard work through our 
social media platforms. 
5How-To:  What is a Fire 
Prevention Team?
Eric Mosley:  
When severe wildland fire 
situations occur as a result of 
extreme fire weather, wildland 
fires can cause extensive loss of 
life, property, and resources. As 
extreme conditions approach or 
worsen, wildland fire prevention 
& education is often overlooked 
as a possible source of help, yet 
it’s important for folks to know 
that wildland Fire Prevention 
& Education Teams can be 
mobilized in advance of fires.  
In fact, Prevention & Education 
Teams are available to support 
any geographic area preceding 
and during periods of high fire 
danger or fire activity. Teams 
assist the local fire professionals 
in the prevention of unwanted 
human-caused wildfires. This 
involves working together to 
complete fire risk assessments; 
determine the severity of the 
situation; facilitate community 
awareness and education in fire 
prevention, including prescribed 
burning; coordinate announce-
ment of interagency restrictions 
and closures; and coordinate fire 
prevention efforts with the pub-
lic, special target groups, state 
and local agencies, and elected 
officials. 
How-To:  Why did this team 
decide to promote Firewise 
specifically?
Eric Mosley:   
The concept of utilizing a 
National Fire Prevention Team 
to promote Firewise concepts 
is fairly new.  As both the Fire 
Prevention Team Leader for 
the state of Georgia as well as 
the Georgia Firewise Liaison, it 
seemed to be the perfect fit in 
order to meet the goals of our 
agency in promotion of CWPP 
and Firewise.  Our teams have 
been very successful this year.  
Due to our success, our program 
has grown 50 percent in just the 
past year.  The Georgia Forestry 
Commission and I hope this new 
model of utilizing National Fire 
Prevention and Education teams 
to educate residents, public offi-
cials, developers, and others will 
catch on nationwide.
How-To: What were some 
specific strategies the team used 
to reach residents?
Eric Mosley:  
Our primary objective was to 
provide expertise in Firewise 
practices and principles while 
also helping prevent human-
caused wildfires through effec-
tive communication and activi-
ties. To communicate these and 
related information to residents, 
we had a variety of strategies, 
which included assembling 
packets with appropriate 
Firewise information and materi-
als for distribution to fire depart-
ments for their information and 
use in communicating Firewise 
to their communities. We also 
identified local events at which 
we could make presentations 
as well as other opportunities 
where we could communicate 
with local stakeholders in resi-
dential, business, interest group, 
and association venues. In addi-
tion, we placed existing public 
service announcements that 
were relevant to the mission on 
media outlets, and developed 
additional spots, radio mes-
sages, TV coverage, and print 
media stories for distribution. 
We also identified opportuni-
ties where media could recog-
nize or cover existing Firewise 
activities and efforts, including 
facilitating media coverage of 
meetings, demonstrations, train-
ings, or other venues where the 
message of Firewise was being 
conveyed.
How-To: How did you reach 
out to local media?
Eric Mosley:  
Over the years, the Georgia 
Forestry Commission has cre-
ated and nurtured relation-
ships with our local, state, and 
national media outlets. Before 
both teams were organized, a 
preliminary release was sent to 
media to generate interest. We 
also utilized special events, such 
as fuel mitigation demonstra-
tions and other useful presenta-
tions to create a mechanism for 
media coverage. Lastly, we used 
the assistance of the National 
Firewise Office’s Public Affairs 
staff in reaching beyond our 
normal outreach into unknown 
territories.  
How-To:  What results arose 
from this campaign?
Eric Mosley:   
Throughout the state I have 
seen an unbelievable increase 
in the awareness of the term 
“Firewise.” We also added a 
number of recognized Firewise 
Communities/USA sites to 
the Georgia roster, with more 
communities working toward 
recognition.  
• • •
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH:
Eric L. Mosley 
In this issue of How-To 
Newsletter Eric L. Mosley, 
Community Wildfire Protection 
Specialist for the Georgia 
Forestry Commission (GFC), 
discusses Fire Prevention & 
Education Teams. Following his 
graduation from Toccoa Falls 
College with a degree in educa-
tion, Eric was a middle grades 
classroom teacher at Rift Valley 
Academy in Central Kenya. 
While in Africa, he discovered 
a love of the outdoors. Upon 
returning from Africa, he taught 
Natural Science and Forestry 
at John De La Howe School, a 
state-funded boarding school. In 
2001, Eric began his career with 
the GFC; in its Communications 
Department, he assisted local 
forestry offices with outreach to 
residents on topics such as forest 
utilization, fire prevention, and 
fire ecology. During his tenure 
with the GFC he has been Forest 
Manager at both the Bartram 
and Spirit Creek Educational 
Forests, and has served as Public 
Information Officer on a vari-
ety of all-hazard assignments 
stretching across the United 
States. He also has served as a 
member of the Georgia Type 2 
Team and a part of a national 
teaching cadre for the Complex 
Incident Management Core. 
Eric’s current role with the 
GFC is in the Forest Protection 
Department, as CWPP Program 
Specialist and State Firewise 
Coordinator. In the past year, 
Georgia’s Firewise program has 
grown by more than 50 percent. 
In addition, Eric has received 
a Regional Television Emmy 
Award for his work with Georgia 
Public Broadcasting’s Georgia 
Outdoor Television Show on the 
topic of Fire Ecology.  He also 
serves on the Board of Directors 
of the Oconee River Greenway 
Authority and Oconee Resource 
& Development Council. 
6AROUND THE FIREWISE HOME:
It’s the Little Things: 10 Tips for the 0-to-5-Feet Zone
During the 2012 IAFC Wildland/
Urban Interface Conference, held 
in Reno, Nevada, Dr. Stephen 
Quarles gave a presentation 
about recent advancements 
in wildfire research at the 
Insurance Institute for Business 
& Home Safety Research Center, 
located in Chester County, 
South Carolina.  One of the 
more important findings from 
this research is how critical it is 
to reduce the ignitability of the 
‘near building’ located within 
the 0-to-5-feet zone around a 
home. The Firewise program has 
always recommended keeping 
this area “fuel free.” 
Following are 10 specific strat-
egies you can implement to 
protect this vulnerable area of 
your home.
•  Install hard surfaces around 
the structure, such as a con-
crete walkway.
•  Alternatively, install non-
combustible mulch, such as 
river rock or gravel in this 
zone.
•  Avoid using combustible 
mulch like wood, bark or 
rubber mulch in this zone. 
•  If combustible mulch is used 
in this zone, keep the mulch 
layer thickness to a maxi-
mum of one inch. This pre-
scription meets both plant 
growth requirements and 
minimizes ignitability in the 
0-to-5-feet zone.
•  Preferably plant low-growing 
herbaceous (non-woody) 
plants in the 0-to-5-feet 
zone. 
•  Do not plant conifers, like 
juniper and pine species in 
this zone.
•  Maintain plants by regularly 
removing dead material from 
plants and surrounding area. 
•  Do not plant woody plants 
next to siding that can melt 
or catch fire.
•  Avoid planting woody plants 
next to or under windows, 
basement (foundation) and 
eave vents. (see Diagram)
•  Strictly apply the “fuel-free” 
rule within five feet of 
near interior corners (see 
Diagram). If possible, avoid 
allowing any vegetation and 
mulch in these extremely 
vulnerable areas.
• • •
H
ouse Plan View


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Wildfire Approaching
When a wildfire threatens your home, there are a number of things 
you will want to keep in mind to best protect it, as well as you and 
your family. Following are actions you may need to take. Keep this 
list handy, so that you can be prepared for the worst.
•   Call for Help – Use a cell phone 
if your electrical power has 
been interrupted.
•   Close all entrances, windows 
and other openings – This 
includes doors, garage doors, 
windows, vents and any other 
entrances to your residence or 
garage. Close shutters , heavy 
drapes, Venetian blinds or 
other window coverings. This 
can help prevent sparks from 
blowing inside your home and 
igniting there.
 •  Have tools and water acces-
sible – These include having 
a shovel, rake and water hose 
on hand. Fill buckets and other 
bulk containers with water. 
•   Dress to protect yourself – 
Wear cotton/woolen clothing including long pants, a long-
sleeved shirt, gloves and a handkerchief or bandana to 
protect your face.
•   Wet down the roof – If your roof is combustible, use a hose to 
wet it down. Place the ladder you use for this task on the side 
of the roof opposite the fire.
•   Turn off residential fuel – If you use natural gas or butane, 
turn it off at the tank or the meter. 
•   Prepare your automobile(s) – Back as many vehicles as 
possible into the garage. Then close the garage door. In the 
event you evacuate, close the garage door behind you as you 
leave. If you do not have a garage or if the garage is full, park 
vehicles so they are heading in the direction of the evacua-
tion route.
•   Evacuate your family – If evacuation becomes necessary, take 
your family and pets to the pre-determined safe location.
 
 • • •
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Preparing to Leave 
In the event of an evacuation, preplanning 
is key. In addition to knowing where the 
fire is, there are three key things to con-
sider when preparing to leave. These are:
•  Knowing who you should be listening to;
•  Making sure of your personal prepared-
ness; and
•  Being prepared for and knowing “When 
to Go” and where you’ll be going ahead 
of time.
With regard to whom you should be lis-
tening to, you first must determine how 
residents in your community will find out 
information. Will it be from the fire depart-
ment, by reverse 9-1-1, or another entity? 
Therefore, it’s important to talk to your 
local fire and police departments to deter-
mine who will communicate information 
concerning evacuation. You should know 
your information sources – both who it will 
be and how you will hear from them.
In preparing yourself and your family for 
the eventuality of an evacuation, you need 
to consider what it will mean if your family 
has to act quickly. You need to determine 
whether all copies of your insurance docu-
ments are together in an easy-to-access 
location and make sure that members of 
the family know the location before you 
leave. The same goes for having all your 
medications and other vital necessities 
ready at hand. Of paramount concern, 
do you and other family members know 
where you’ll be going? Do you have a plan 
of what you’ll do with your pets? And if 
you own cattle or horses, have you made 
plans for their safety or transport? These 
factors need to be thought out beforehand 
with appropriate plans put in place.
Finally, the issue of “Go” is very much a 
local issue. Who calls for it and where 
residents will go is key. In a housing devel-
opment, you might put your belongings 
in your car and drive away. Or, you may 
evacuate to another part of your property, 
or stay put. It’s important to discuss what 
action you will take and the ramifications 
of it with your fire department. They will 
need to know your plans as well as where 
defense lines, water sources, and gates are.
While the Ready, Set, Go approach may 
be applicable for some in terms of “going,” 
each resident should find out what that 
means for themselves -- specific to your 
location. You shouldn’t necessarily rely 
on what others may be doing, since their 
home/property may be situated in a way 
that calls for a different plan of action. 
Know what is most appropriate and saf-
est for you and your family beforehand, 
prepare your documents, necessities and 
valuables, and then make sure you are pre-
pared to act should the situation call for it.
 
• • •
How-To Newsletter thanks Lucian Deaton, 
from the IAFC, for providing the information 
for this Around the Firewise Home tip. 
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9Todd Chlanda is the Central 
Firewise Advisor, support-
ing Firewise efforts in nine 
states – Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio 
and Wisconsin. He has 15 
years experience in the 
fire service and currently is 
with the Carl Junction Fire 
Protection District just west 
of Joplin, MO. Two years 
ago, he aided  11 Missouri 
communities in attaining 
Firewise status. These were 
the first Firewise communi-
ties for Missouri. How-To 
spoke with Todd about his 
Advisor role, particularly the 
challenges and successes 
of supporting states where 
tornado damage is a con-
cern. We also touched upon 
his experience working with 
the GFC’s Fire Prevention & 
Education Team.
THE FIREWISE LEADER:
Insights from Central Firewise Advisor, 
Todd Chlanda
How-To:  You recently spent 
two weeks working with the Fire 
Prevention & Education Team in 
Georgia. What was that experi-
ence like?
Todd Chlanda:  
It was a really neat experience. 
I was there for four days, but 
the team was activated for two 
weeks. During my time there, 
we educated each other and 
the public, working in Glynn, 
Camden and McIntosh coun-
ties in Georgia, and Baker and 
Nassau counties in Florida. 
During an all-encompassing 
meeting, I learned about their 
challenges, many of which are 
similar issues to what we face in 
the Central region. Team mem-
bers put in 10- to 12-hour days 
and showed true professional-
ism and dedication to wildland 
fire education for the area. What 
was particularly great about the 
experience was to see how a 
small group of individuals could 
impact so many people in a 
short amount of time.
How-To: How many people 
did you reach, and how did you 
achieve that?
Todd Chlanda: 
Throughout the two weeks we 
were able to connect with and 
talk to about at least 5,000 peo-
ple, getting the Firewise word 
out. We got information to fire 
departments and homeowner 
associations, met with board 
members and city councils, 
and set up area meetings with 
homeowners. And, in one town, 
we set up a booth at a Civil War 
reenactment that was attended 
by about several thousand 
people. 
How-To:  What were some 
of the issues your region shares 
in common with the Southeast 
region? 
Todd Chlanda:  
Drought and severe storm con-
ditions that result in lots of fuel 
(more than even before) on the 
forest floor. In fact, each of my 
nine states has had wind events 
– straight-line wind or tornado 
– and such weather condi-
tions create an issue of how/
what do with the debris left in 
the storm’s wake. Since it’s not 
possible to get to every home-
owner, it’s important to get the 
word out and have residents 
help educate their neighbors. 
How-To: Tornadoes are 
a particular concern in your 
region. You mention the issue of 
the debris resulting from such 
storm’s. What challenges does 
this pose in relation to Firewise?
Todd Chlanda: 
With tornadoes, there’s the 
shock of everything happening, 
leaving so much devastation 
and destruction. You can’t just 
go in and educate folks about 
Firewise after such an event 
because they need to get their 
lives back to some form of 
normalcy first. 
How-To:  How do you reach 
them with the information they 
need?
Todd Chlanda: 
In states where tornadoes are a 
problem, I send information to 
the state liaisons on topics con-
cerning things their residents 
can do with regard to Firewise 
in the near future. In particular, 
this relates to getting rid of 
debris. For example, those who 
choose to burn their debris 
need awareness of humidity 
and wind, both of which are fac-
tors that can be harmful. I also 
reach out to local media, includ-
ing weather forecasters, to 
educate them about “red flag” 
conditions concerning burn-
ing debris and reminding folks 
to contact the fire department 
when they plan to do so. And I 
use social media, such as mes-
sages on Facebook. 
How-To: What are some 
other challenges you face in 
your region, and how do you 
address them?
Todd Chlanda: 
A particular problem is that resi-
dents in my region tend to asso-
ciate wildfire with “elsewhere” 
– the South, West and Texas – 
CONTINUED (on page 10)
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and not with happening “here.” 
I point out that while they don’t 
have a history of large fires, they 
are still losing structures to wild-
land fires. Most of these fires are 
small, 20 acres or less, but each 
state is still losing structures and 
home to wildland fires, so they 
do have a wildland fire problem. 
I get them to see that and to 
recognize that it’s not just an 
issue with big, large fires where 
people get evacuated. The key 
is to get them to think in terms 
of local basis. So I focus on get-
ting them to recognize there IS 
a problem, even though it’s not 
the same as elsewhere.
How-To: Tell us about some 
of the successes you’ve achieved 
thus far?
Todd Chlanda: 
Well, when I first became a 
Firewise Advisor, Indiana didn’t 
have a Firewise liaison. We now 
have someone signed up who 
can keep us in the loop (and 
vice versa), and we can reach 
communities there now. As a 
result, we have our first plan 
written up for a community in 
Indiana now. We’ve also had 
success in Minnesota, with Fond 
du Lac, which was the only 
Firewise community at the time 
Firewise Advisors were intro-
duced. We’re now on the verge 
of bringing in 12 new communi-
ties! In addition, Itasca County 
in Minnesota and locations in 
northern Wisconsin are doing a 
lot of projects.
How-To: What are you doing 
toward achieving further suc-
cesses? 
Todd Chlanda: 
I’m working with state agencies 
and local fire departments to 
engage new communities about 
greater adoption, and also with 
existing Firewise communities. 
For example, in Missouri, the 
first communities were recog-
nized two years ago. There are 
now three area fire departments 
near these communities that are 
interested in Firewise. So, rela-
tionships are forming, and we’re 
working on getting information 
on what these new communi-
ties can do based on what other 
communities did. Targeting fire 
departments strengthens bonds 
too, because they are out in the 
community and residents turn 
to them for help with problems. 
If I strengthen their knowledge, 
they can pass the information 
onto their community members. 
It’s a win-win for everyone.
• • •
THE FIREWISE LEADER:  
CONTINUED (from page 9)
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FIREWISE  
BY THE NUMBERS
Through June 1, 2012, Firewise 
Communities/USA® welcomed 32 
communities into the Firewise fold. 
This, and 13 communities renewing 
their status, brings the total num-
ber of communities active in the 
Firewise Communities/USA program 
to 760. 
Whether your community is new or 
an “old-timer,” being Firewise means 
greater awareness and safety for 
your home and community. The 
more Firewise Communities/USA 
sites there are, the more of you there 
are who will be preparing to keep 
fire from reaching your homes and 
property. 
Congratulations to all of our 
Firewise communities for making 
awareness of wildfire and the safety 
of your communities a top priority! 
How-To newsletter is pleased to 
welcome the following communities:
California – Gold Mountain, Greater 
Alta Sierra
Colorado – Crystal Park, Falls 
Creek Ranch, The Highlands, Ute 
Lakes Fishing and Recreation Club, 
Woodrock
Florida – Fiddlers Green 2, Hidden 
Dunes Community Association, Lake 
Wales Estate, Pine Ridge, The Preserve 
of Don Pedro
Georgia – Belvedere Island Plantation, 
Currahee Club, Skylake, Turtle Cove
Idaho – Wardner 
Montana – Suncrest
Oklahoma – Colbert, Daisy, Dillard, 
Harmony, Hitchcock, Iowa Tribe, 
Roberta, Willis-Powell Community
Oregon – Spring River
Pennsylvania – Big Bass Lake 
Community
South Carolina – Prince George
Texas – Sunset Valley, Wolf Creek 
Ranch
Virginia – Farmcolony, Indian 
Acres, Jollett Hollow – Devil’s Jump, 
Palisades
FIREWISE BY THE NUMBERS:
NFPA Recognizes Communities’ Longevity
NFPA recognizes communities’ longevity and 
success as they celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of 20 official Firewise communities.
NFPA’s Firewise Communities/USA® Rec-
ognition Program is honoring 20 official 
Firewise communities from 11 states who 
celebrate their ten-year anniversary of 
continued participation and successes in 
reducing wildfire risks. The communities 
became nationally recognized in 2003, and 
were among the earliest adopters of the 
Firewise Communities/USA process.
The following communities are celebrat-
ing their ten-year anniversaries of active 
participation as Firewise Communities/USA 
sites:
• Holiday Island, Arkansas
• Joplin, Arkansas
• Norman, Arkansas
• Story, Arkansas
• Lakewood, Florida
• Verandah, Florida
• Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
  Chippewa, Minnesota
• River Run Plantation, North Carolina
• Town of St. James, North Carolina
• Village of Ruidoso, New Mexico
• Bear Creek Lakes, Pennsylvania
• Mountain Plains I & II, South Dakota
• Cumberland Cove, Tennessee
• Tierra Linda Ranch, Texas
• Wildcatter Ranch and Resort, Texas
• Chuckanut Ridge POA, Washington
• Lummi Island Scenic Estates, Washington
• Story, Wyoming
• Union Pass, Wyoming
Some examples of these pioneering com-
munities’ efforts include: 
• Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa, Minnesota is a small community 
northeast of Duluth, Minnesota. A rec-
ognized Firewise community since 2003, 
Fond du Lac holds a Firewise event day 
each year to remind community mem-
bers about their role in wildfire mitiga-
tion. A recent fire broke out near a home 
where home owners had taken steps 
to reduce its wildfire risk using Firewise 
principles, and as a result, the fire was 
quickly contained.
• River Run Plantation, North Carolina, is 
located in Brunswick County about 20 
miles from the border of South Carolina. 
Recently, they enforced a mandatory 
open fire ban due to the hazardous 
drought conditions. Community mem-
bers have also advocated for adding 
an emergency exit on Sunset Harbor 
Road, which was a previous fire hazard. 
A recognized Firewise community since 
2003, River Run Plantation has not expe-
rienced a wildfire in over 15 years.
• Mountain Plains I & II, South Dakota are 
located high in the hills in the southern 
part of the state. Surrounded by public 
forests and park land, it is plagued by 
an overgrowth of beautiful, yet highly 
flammable, ponderosa pine trees. To 
combat the problem, this recognized 
Firewise community annually thins the 
overgrowth of pines around their homes 
and follows Firewise principles to reduce 
their wildfire risk.
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Landscape and 
Construction Posters 
show Firewise prin-
ciples around the 
country
This new poster set illustrates 
Firewise® landscape and construc-
tion principles in four regions of 
the U.S. – Northeast, Northwest, 
Southeast and Southwest. The set 
(2 posters for each region) makes a 
great addition to homeowner asso-
ciation gatherings, workshops and 
Firewise® community day events. 
You can use this poster set to talk to 
your neighbors about local wildland 
fire hazards and what they can do 
to help maintain the landscapes 
around their homes. These 30-by-
20-inch posters are suitable for 
laminating or framing and make an 
attractive and educational addition 
to your office, meeting space, or 
Firewise event.
Southeast Product Number:
  FWC222SE
Southwest Product Number:
  FWC223SW
Northeast Product Number:
  FWC224NE
Northwest Product Number:
  FWC225NW
NEW PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
Firewise® Calendar 
Photo Contest Winners 
Announced!
Get your free 2013 calendar 
featuring the winning entries. 
In early spring, ten talented photog-
raphers won a spot for their plant 
photos in the 2013 Firewise Calendar. 
Entrants submitted original photos 
of plants, flowers, trees, shrubs 
and grasses found in their region, 
and included information about 
the plant’s geographic location, a 
description of the plant and its ideal 
growing conditions. The winning 
photos were chosen based on their 
uniqueness and creativity.
Contest winners are:
• Michieal Abé, Wasilla, Alaska 
• Mike Kuhns, Logan, Utah
• Connie Berg, Duvall, Washington 
• Audrey Lawson, Salem, Oregon
• Ronald Billings, College Station, 
Texas 
• Jim McFarland, Ashland, Oregon
• Liron Galliano, McClellan, California 
• Richard Nelson, Pocatello, Idaho
• Jeannine Giuffre, Tehachapi,   
California  
• Patricia Peters, Cragsmoor, 
  New York
Order Product Number FWC21813.
Firewise CD-ROM 
Introduces Firewise 
Principles
Introduction to Firewise® Principles 
& Assessing Homeowner Properties 
is a slide presentation suitable for 
educating residents, homeowners 
and others living in communities at 
risk from experiencing wildland fire. 
It is also appropriate for community 
groups that have interest in wild-
land fire prevention, community ser-
vice or are considering  becoming 
a recognized Firewise community. 
Introduction to Firewise Principles 
presents serious information in a 
light-hearted way and provides 
participants with a general knowl-
edge of homeowner and commu-
nity protection and wildland fire 
in wildland/urban interface areas. 
The presentation components will 
provide the participants with gen-
eral knowledge about the history of 
fire, fire behavior elements, Firewise 
strategies, being part of the wildfire 
solution, and things to consider if a 
wildfire threatens. The CD includes 
a slide presentation in two formats, 
presenter background information, 
presenter teaching notes and a par-
ticipant handout ready for printing. 
Order Product Number FWC50512C.
DVD Highlights How 
Homes Burn during 
W/UI Fires
Post-fire examination of home 
destruction can tell us a lot about 
how and why homes burned during 
wildfires – and provide clues about 
how to prevent future losses. 
This DVD, produced by NFPA’s 
Wildland Fire Operations Division, 
Examining Home Destruction in the 
Wildland/Urban Interface features 
post-fire investigations from the 
2003 Cedar Fire in California. USDA 
Forest Service research physical 
scientist Jack Cohen explains his 
research and how his observations 
have led to insights about ways 
we can minimize losses to homes 
and neighborhoods. Order Product 
Number FWC30311D.
VIDEO
Subtitled for the Hearing Impaired
COMPLEMENTARY MATERIALS (THAT ARE COMPLIMENTARY, TOO!)
Now you can get Firewise materials to complement your wildfire safety activities and help raise awareness of Firewise. These include ban-
ners, stickers, bookmarks, DVDs, brochures and more. Order your no-cost supplies today from the Firewise catalog area at www.nfpa.org! 
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All the News That’s Fit to Blog
If getting your quarterly fix of Firewise through the How-To 
newsletter just isn’t enough, check out the content available 
on our Firewise blog at http://nfpa.typepad.com/firewise/.  
NFPA staff and the Firewise Advisors contribute all kinds of 
information and news several times a week. It’s easy to find 
from the Firewise home page at www.firewise.org, where 
the most recent entries appear in a shortened format in the 
lower left portion of the screen. And it’s easy to subscribe 
through a “reader,” such as an RSS feed, which brings each 
post directly to your web browser or e-mail in-box. You’ll find 
commentary on key wildland fire news, success stories con-
cerning community wildfire mitigation, highlights of confer-
ences and other events. 
Engaging Fellow Firewise Friends
As you make your own efforts and engage with other like-
minded communities, you’ll find there are many ways to go 
about pursuing and renewing Firewise status..Check www.
facebook.com/firewise for more news & interaction, or follow 
the program’s Firewise tweets at http://twitter.com/firewise, 
where you can keep abreast of all kinds of Firewise-related 
news and information.
Save the Date!
NFPA’s Backyards & Beyond 
Wildland Fire Education 
Conference will be held No-
vember 14-16, 2013 at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. The conference will be preceded by the 
Assessing Wildfire Hazards in the Home Ignition Zone workshop 
November 12-13, 2013.
The conference will offer  guest speakers, over 50 educational 
sessions over 5 tracks and much more. CFEs from the Society 
of American Foresters will be offered. Look for updates in the 
coming weeks at www.nfpa.org/backyardsandbeyond.
LET’S GO TO THE  
INTERNET!
Firewise.org is your resource for 
information about home and com-
munity safety from wildland fire.
Following are some websites 
connected to this issue’s stories, 
which offer useful, helpful infor-
mation:
www.areyoufiresafe.com
https://www.facebook.com/#!/firesafe-
council
http://nfpa.typepad.com/firewise/2012/03/
recent-tornadoes-heighten-regional-com-
munity-interest-in-firewise-principles-.htm
Firewise Communities 
Map
Thanks to a partnership with global GIS 
software firm ESRI, NFPA has developed 
an interactive Firewise® Mapper tool 
you can access online.  Find recognized 
Firewise Communities/USA® sites 
across the U.S., and learn where wild-
fires are burning right now. Send us 
your feedback to help build on current 
content. To view the map, visit:  http://
nfpa.typepad.com/firewise/2012/06/
new-interactive-firewise-mapper-beta-
version-is-now-available-1.html
Firewise® and Firewise Communities/USA® 
are programs of and registered by the 
National Fire Protection Association. NFPA 
is an equal opportunity provider.
Copyright © 2012 NFPA.  
All Rights Reserved.
This publication was produced in coopera-
tion with the USDA Forest Service, the US 
Department of the Interior and National 
Association of State Foresters. 
ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION:
How to Have a 
Firewise Home 
brochure
You can help protect your home from 
wildfire! Learn how with this bro-
chure that highlights simple fixes 
starting from the roof to the foun-
dation to make your home safer 
from embers and radiant heat. Use 
as a handout during presentations 
to residents, homeowners or at 
Firewise or other community events. 
This brochure makes a great com-
panion to the Firewise Construction 
& Landscape poster sets.  Order 
Product Number: FWC22612.
NEW PRODUCTS
CONTINUED 
(From page 12)
